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to remember that a vote for this bill is a vote
for educational opportunity.

Finally, due to extensive good-faith negotia-
tions, this bill is a win for our environment. It
does more to protect endangered species than
the original House version, and eliminates a
provision allowing oil drilling at the Tongas Na-
tional Forest—the world’s largest temperate
rainforest. And under the final compromise,
the National Park Service retains management
authority of the Mojave Desert National Pre-
serve—as outlined in the California Desert
Protection Act Congress passed in 1994.

Overall, Mr. Speaker, this budget package is
the right thing to do for our children and
grandchildren who deserve our best efforts to
give them a deficit-free future. This plan is the
first concrete step in honoring this commitment
and I urge all Members of the House to sup-
port final passage.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LET-
TER CARRIERS

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the National Association of Letter
Carriers who will be holding their annual
‘‘Food Drive’’ Day this Saturday, May 11,
1996. I would especially like to recognize
those letter carriers in California’s 13th Con-
gressional District who have worked so dili-
gently over the past few years to make this
food drive such a great success.

The National Association of Letter Carriers’
Food Drive Day began as a pilot program in
just 10 cities in 1991. It has since grown into
one of the largest one day food collection
drives in our entire nation. Since 1993, letter
carriers across the country have joined in a
nationwide effort to make the second Saturday
in May, ‘‘National Letter Carriers’ Food Drive’’
Day.

This program has been a tremendous suc-
cess. The first nationwide drive, in 1993, gath-
ered 11 million pounds of food. In 1994, 32
million pounds of food were collected and in
1995 almost 45 million pounds of food were
donated by postal patrons nationwide. This
Saturday, letter carriers will pick up food dona-
tions as they deliver the mail. To participate,
one leaves canned or non-perishable food
next to one’s mail box or takes it to the near-
est Post Office. All of the food items collected
that day are then delivered to local food
banks.

Mr. Speaker, in the Bay Area, almost
300,000 people—half of them children—need
emergency food. I urge you and my col-
leagues to join me in acknowledging the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carriers for their
efforts to help those who are less fortunate. I
also urge anyone who can to participate in this
Saturday’s National Association of Letter Car-
riers’ Food Drive.
f

HONORING THE FIVE POINT
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this

opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the Five Point Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
f

NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION
AND SOUTH ASIA

HON. TIM JOHNSON
OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 9, 1996
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. Speak-

er, I have long advocated the importance of

the U.S. role in responsible trade in conven-
tional arms and nuclear technologies, and I
feel strongly that, as the world’s remaining su-
perpower, the United States can and should
set an international example of positive politi-
cal change through monitoring trade in nuclear
technologies. Since the collapse of the Soviet
Union, I believe that stopping the proliferation
of nuclear weapons should be our highest pri-
ority in international relations. I am a strong
supporter of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Trea-
ty [NPT] and its member nations. The NPT
has helped prevent dramatic increase in nu-
clear weapon-capable states. I was encour-
aged by last year’s indefinite extension of the
NPT by consensus over 175 nations, and I ac-
tively encourage the recognition of non-
proliferation at every level as the key to global
security.

Since its implementation in 1970, however,
many nations that have remained outside of
the NPT have concentrated on the buildup of
their own nuclear capabilities. These threshold
nuclear states view the NPT as discriminatory,
because the treaty divides the world into the
nuclear haves and have nots and, as they see
it, unfairly places nonnuclear nations at a stra-
tegic disadvantage relative to the nuclear
states. At the same time, several of these na-
tions have stated that, without significant steps
toward reducing stockpiles for all member na-
tions, the NPT cannot be the foundation for an
end to the arms race and complete nuclear
disarmament.

Nowhere is this attitude more alarming that
in South Asia. Regional religious and political
history, particularly with India and Pakistan,
has encouraged heightened military unease in
the region, and an association of nuclear ca-
pability with regional dominance. Pakistan, a
nation of 130 million, has long feared being
overwhelmed militarily by India, with its popu-
lation of over 900 million. Historical alliances
and relations with nuclear and nonnuclear na-
tions elsewhere in the region have contributed
to forcing these two countries in a race toward
nuclear weapon capacity. I believe the nuclear
arms race saps the strength of any developing
country, and I have repeatedly expressed my
concern about the nuclear direction in which
these two nations have been headed. The fu-
ture of our national, as well as global, security
depends more than anything on our ability to
restrain the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and to enhance the breadth of op-
portunities for every citizen of the world.
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